
What we do:
Thanks for being a part of the Eagle Ridge PTA!  Your membership makes 
a lot of things possible!  In the last newsletter, you saw some of our early 
purchases for teachers and students at ERMS.   
 
I’d like you to know about some of the others things the PTA is respon-
sible for too. We make the recognition of Student of the Month at each 
grade level possible.  We organize and host teacher 
appreciation events throughout the school year, as well as the 
official  teacher appreciation week in May.   

 
We also organize and support parties for each grade level during the year, culminating with the 
eighth grade party and picnic.  We also strive to provide each teacher/member of the PTA with 
funds for their classroom, to use at their discretion.   
 
Our organization contributes through donations of time and or money.  Being a member does not 
mean that you must volunteer, but it is a way of helping monetarily with the events and materials 
we support.  So, thank you for your support!

SEAC:
The Special Education Advisory Committee 
met on September 16.  The main focus of the 
meeting was on collaboration and 
communication between parents, teachers, 
and administrators.  In addition, a portion of 
the IEP review available on Phoenix, called 
“I’m Determined” was discussed.  Students 
complete the form as a portion of the IEP 
review, and parents can request the form 
through their administrator.  And, as always, 
parents are encouraged to reach out to the 
Parent Resource Center for information re-
garding upcoming programs and workshops 
and to seek information about LCPS special 
education programs and services.

LEAP:
The Loudoun Education Alliance of Parents 
met on September 10, 2014.  At this meeting, 
four major topics were discussed.  The first 
topic was Virginia Rules, a program designed 
to teach middle school and high school 
students about Virginia laws to help them 
make informed life choices.  Next, the group 
talked about the “If You See Something, Say 
Something” campaign.  With this program, 
schools are hoping to increase teachers’ and 
students’ awareness of their surroundings 
in school buildings and on school grounds.  
Such increased awareness will, it is hoped, 
make the environment ill suited for crimes.  
The group also discussed Bullying prevention 
by reviewing the implementation of the “Posi-
tive Behavioral Interventions and Support” 
program.  The program is designed to foster a 
safe and more effective school environment, 
promote prevention of discipline and behav-
ioral problems, and to encourage natural 
success and positive behavior for all students. 
The groups discussed suicide prevention.  
Ninth graders are the target audience for 
suicide prevention teaching in health classes.  
Students will take part in a refresher course 
in tenth grade.  Finally, the group discussed 
Briar Woods’ hosting of “This Is My Brave” 
and its impact on awareness of mental illness.
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Fundraising
Eagle Ridge PTA 
has some mighty 
goals this year!  
Our biggest is 
to fund a set of 
Chromebooks 
in a Technol-
ogy cart for each 
grade level.  

These devices will allow our students to 
take advantage of the multitude of re-
sources available through the internet.  All 
of our ERMS students will benefit from the 
Chromebooks!  

But the school can’t achieve this without 
you!  We have a goal to raise $35,000.  This 
money, and more if possible, will allow us to 
buy the Chromebooks, give teacher grants, 
provide library and club resources, and bring 
exciting assemblies to our school.  

You should be seeing an envelope coming 
home soon, which contains all the informa-
tion and forms to get the ball rolling.  It’s a 
big goal, but if we all give a little bit, we’ll get 
there!  

There is nothing for you to sell or buy!  This 
is just a request for donations to make 
ERMS an even better, more exciting and 
enriching school environment.  We are 
fortunate to have awesome teachers who 
truly want our students to succeed and 
continue building a great foundation for their 
future.  Let’s help give them the tools they 
need!

Volunteering:
While being a member of the PTA by no 
means requires you to volunteer in the 
school, we always have plenty of ways for 
you to help out if you have the time and the 
inclination.  The best way for you to volun-
teer is through volunteer spot located on the 
PTA website.  Click on the volunteer tab to 
volunteer, or contact Tracey Patterson
directly at ermsvolunteers@gmail.com if 
you want to be contacted for volunteer 
opportunities. 

 Upcoming Events and News:

• The Sixth Grade Social was a hit!!  On 
October 24th, the sixth graders of ERMS 
took over the Jumping Jack Sports in 
Ashburn.  We had approximately 145 
students climbing, throwing, playing 
video games, and generally having a 
great time!  Thanks so much to all of you 
who donated your time! 

• Many of you made food for the Teacher 
Appreciation Luncheon on October 23.  It 
was a success!  Athletic Revolution do-
nated to the luncheon as well, and made 
it possible to raffle off a Target Gift Card 
to a staff member - Kassandra Sinkovic 
was the winner!  Teachers really felt the 
warm fuzzy of support from our PTA.  
They dined on a Mexican feast provided 
by YOU!  Thanks so much!! 

• The seventh grade social will be held on 
Nov. 14th at The Zone in Ashburn.  They 
are collecting permission slips and mon-
ey in the House B office. 

• Spirit Wear has been delivered!  If you 
missed ordering in September, you can 
still buys spirit wear at the school store, 
which is open each Friday morning. 

• Our next fundraising restaurant night 
will be November 18th at the All Ameri-
can Steakhouse.  Come out to dine 
with friends and enjoy a night out of the 
kitchen!  Hope to see you there! 

• Get your baking gear ready for the cook-
ie exchange on Dec. 12.  Volunteers will 
bake 2 dozen cookies so that teachers 
can take home a dozen cookies without 
the mess of baking!  Be on the lookout 
for a signup in a week. 


